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images of the tombs of the martyrs. The framework of these tombs Is of sticks or bamboos, but they are completely covered over with paper In a variety of colours and designs. Sometimes they are adorned with such artistic taste that a single one of these tombs costs as much as a thousand rupees. They are led In procession through the town and finally carried to a river or stream, where they are floated In the water. The paper is destroyed, but the framework Is preserved for the next year's celebrations. The nobles vie with one another In having Tazias of their own. The different Akharas (schools of arms) have each a Tazia of its own. Sometimes a whole street subscribes to have a special Tazia. Sometimes a trade guild or a society combine to have a Tazia of their own. In all these cases the competition consists in making a Tazia of superior artistic finish to any of the others or to any of those of the previous year. In some respects the festival has the same aspect in the social life of the people as the Battle of the Flowers in a continental town, or the Lord Mayor's Show in London, but the occasion in the one case is that of civic mirth, and In the other it is buffoonery super-imposed upon a fanatic zeal in the commemoration of an event which Is sad beyond expression in the history of Islam.
Having described the external appearance of the city, the interior of the houses, and the amusements of the people, let us review briefly